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ABOUT THE SOCIETY 

Founded in 1974, the Canadian Society for 
the History and Philosophy of Mathemat
ics / Societe canadienne d'histoire et de 
philosophie des mathematiques (CSHPM/
SCHPM) promotes research and teaching in 
the history and philosophy of mathematics. 
Officers of the Society are: 

President: Glen van Brummelen, Ben
nington College, VT 05201, USA, 
gvanbrum@bennington.edu 
President: Len Bergren, Math Depart
ment, Simon Fraser University, Burnaby, 
BC V5A IS6, CA, bergren@sfu.ca 
Vice-President: Robert Bradley, Adelphi 
University, Garden City, NY 11530, USA, 
bradley@adelphi.edu 
Secretary: Pat Allaire, Dept. of Math., 
Queensborough C.C., Bayside, NY 11364 
USA, pallaire@qcc.cuny.edu 
Treasurer: Roger Godard, Kingston, ON 
K7M 1 Y6, CA, godard-r@rmc.ca 
Archivist: Amy Shell-Gellasch, Dept. of 
Mathematical Sciences, United States Mili
tary Academy, West Point, NY 10996-1905, 
USA, aa7423@usma.edu 

Members of Council 

Amy Ackerberg-Hastings, Rockville, MD 
20851, USA, aackerbe@erols.com 
Hardy Grant, Ottawa, ON K2A 2J8, CA, 
hgrant@freenet.carleton.ca 
Israel Kleiner, Dep. of Mathematics and 
Statistics, York University, Toronto, ON 
M3J IP3, CA, kleiner@rogers.com 
Adrian Rice, Randolph-Macon College, 
Dept. of Mathematics, Ashland, VA 23005, 
USA, arice4@psu.edu 

The Society's Web Page (www.chspm.org) 
is maintained by Robert Bradley, Adelphi 
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University, Garden City, NY 11530, USA 

The proceedings of the Annual Meeting are 
edited by Antonella Cuppilari, School of 
Science, Penn State Erie, The Behrend Col
lege, Erie, PA 16563, USA, axc5@iusb.edu 

New Members are most cordially welcome; 
please contact the Secretary. 

President's Message 

To begin with a confession, I should say that 
I had been somewhat dreading taking on the 
job as President. I quickly learned, however, 
that the Past-President and officers had so 
well organized things, and the present offi
cers were so dedicated, that the Society al
most runs on automatic pilot. We are in
deed fortunate to have the officers we do, 
and they have made my job much easier. 

One of the things I would like to do as Pres"
ident is to help develop a good working re
lationship with the Canadian Mathematical 
Society. There are a number of benefits that 
I think would accrue to us from this. In 
line with this I am happy to say that the 
CMS has accepted my suggestion about a 
history of math plenary speaker at its Win
ter Meetings for next year in Vancouver. As 
a result, they have invited Tom Archibald 
to address the 400 or so CMS members who 
attend these plenary sessions. This will do 
much to increase our visibility in a commu
nity that should, at the very least, be aware 
of our existence. 

I also attended the recent meetings of the 
Canadian Mathematical Society in Ottawa 
where, with Tom Archibald, I met with 
Christiane Rousseau, the President of the 
CMS, and the other members of the CMS 
Mathematics Advancement Committee. We 
spoke to them about ways in which we might 



help them achieve their aims of advancing 
mathematics in Canada and in which they 
might help us in ours. We made two main 
suggestions, the first being that our Society 
be given Observer status at the meetings of 
their Board and the second being that we 
take an active role in promoting sessions on 
the history of mathematics at meetings of 
the CMS. Tom and I were both very heart
ened by their enthusiastic response to both 
ideas. They told us that we should now 
regard ourselves as having Observer status 
and we would be welcome to send such a 
person to the CMS Board meetings in Ed
monton in June. Tom and I both feel this is 
a good beginning and, since he is currently 
on the CMS Board, he has agreed to repre
sent us at that meeting. 

The Mathematics Advancement committee 
also seemed very receptive to our suggestion 
that one of the things the CSHPM could do 
for it is to provide the same level of profes
sional expertise in vetting, and perhaps or
ganizing, history sessions that number the
orists, algebraists, etc. provide for sessions 
in their areas. Tom and I both believe that 
this kind of interaction with the CMS can 
only enhance the profession of the history 
of mathematics in Canada, and it seems as 
if it's something we should be doing. I am 
currently taking on the job of organizing ses
sions for the meetings of the CMS that SFU 
is hosting in Vancouver next December. 

The CMS also asked us if we would consider 
meeting with them occasionally. I stress 
the last word, since it is not my intention 
to change the fact that most of the time 
we meet as we have in the past. In any 
case, this issue - as well as the details of 
the other two issues - is something that our 
own Council will need to discuss. I have al
ready initiated an email discussion with my 
fellow council members on this issue, with a 
view to having some motions to bring to our 
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AGM when we meet in Halifax this year. If 
you have any thoughts on any of these mat
ters, I or any other council member would 
be delighted to hear from you. 

Although it is early in 2003 I hope your 
thoughts are turning to the end of May 
and our Halifax meetings. I hope all of 
you can attend and enjoy the program and 
special session that Chris Baltus and Tom 
Archibald are planning. I look forward to 
meeting all of you there, but in the mean
time have a very Happy New Year. 

Minutes of the Annual Gen
eral Meeting, May 25, 2002 

The meeting, with 32 members in atten
dance, was called to order at 1 :00 pm by 
Glen Van Brummelen, President. 

1. Representatives of HSSFC visited the 
meeting, soliciting suggestions and offer
ing assistance. They announced the lo
cations for the next several meetings of 
HSSFC: 

2003 Dalhousie University, Nova Scotia 

2004 University of Manitoba 

2005 University of Western Ontario 

2006 York University 

2007 University of Saskatchewan 

2. Jim Tattersall, Chair of the Nominating 
Committee announced the results of the 
election for the CSHPMjSCHPM Exec
utive Council for 2002-2004. Twenty
three paper ballots and 20 e-mail ballots 
were cast. The final tallies are: 



President J.L. Berggren 42 
Vice-President Robert Bradley 42 
Secretary Pat Allaire 41 
Treasurer Roger Godard 41 
Councilor Amy Ackerberg-

Hastings 41 
Councilor Hardy Grant 42 
Councilor Israel Kleiner 42 
Councilor Adrian Rice 41 

3. The Secretary amended the minutes of 
the May 2001 Annual General Meeting 
as printed in the May 2002 Bulletin to 
delete an internal note in the item on the 
proposed dues increases. Motion: To ap
prove the minutes as amended. Carried. 

4. The President announced that there is a 
total of $3500 available in travel funds. 

5. Treasurer's Report: (Robert Thomas) 

• Correction to the Treasurers Report 
as printed in the May 2002 Bulletin: 
Replace the semicolons by minus signs 
in the Surplus/deficit in 2 places on 
page 6. 

Motion: To approve the corrected fi
nancial statement. Carried. 

• Robert noted that expenses exceeded 
income in 2001. This situation will be 
partly remedied by our charging mem
bers for the Proceedings. 

• The Treasurer provided a notice of 
motion to amend the Constitution to 
permit the Executive Council to deter
mine which two of its members are to 
be signing officers. The formal motion 
will appear in the November Bulletin. 

• The Treasurer spoke of the purpose of 
the Ken May fund as being to fund 
the annual invited lecture. Although 
there is not enough in the fund to gen
erate sufficient income at this time, 
he recommends that, nevertheless, the 
annual invited lecture be called the 
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Kenneth O. May lecture, effective th~ 
year. A motion was made to that ef
fect. Carried. 

6. President's Report: (Glen Van Brumme
len) 

Glen presented the memberships with 
the alternatives to be considered in plan
ning for a joint meeting with BSHM: 

• Time of year: Winter is difficult be
cause of conflicts with Joint Meetings 
and the short intersession period in 
Canadian universities. Late July (sug
gested by BSHM) is the best time for 
obtaining on-campus housing in Eng
land. 

• Year: 2003 is too soon, 2004 is not ac
ceptable to BSHM, 2005 is most likely 

• One meeting or two: If the meeting 
with BSHM is held in 2005, it is rea
sonable to have our regular annual 
meeting as part of HSSFC in addition, 
in part because of the convenient loca
tion of University of Western Ontario. 

• Location: Cambridge, Greenwich, Ox
ford? 

Discussion with BSHM will begin imme
diately. 

• Next years meeting will be May 30-
June 1, 2003, at Dalhousie University, 
Halifax, Nova Scotia. 

• Amy Shell-Gellasch is the new Archi
vist. She will sort and organize the 
existing documents. As she deter
mines which items (e.g. Bulletin is
sues) are missing, she will inquire of 
the membership. If anyone has rele
vant photos, Amy requests that a de
scription be sent to her before mailing 
the photo. 

• Individual papers from the Proceed
ings will be made available on-line to 



members. Since the Proceedings is an 
internal document, a "gatekeeper" is 
required. Glen Van Brummelen will 
serve in this capacity. 

• The Council recommended establish
ing a category of Undergraduate As
sociate in the Society, to heighten 
awareness of history of mathematics 
among undergraduates. These stu
dents would receive the Bulletin, on
line access to the Proceedings, and an 
invitation to attend the Annual Meet
ing, but would not count as "mem
bers" for assessment by HSSFC. Cost 
to the association is minimal, that 
of mailing the Bulletin. Perhaps 10-
30 students will be involved. It was 
decided that faculty recommendation 
will be required. Motion: To establish 
the status of Undergraduate Associate 
as described. Carried. 

• Rob Bradley provided an update on 
the new HOMSIGMAA (History of 
Mathematics Special Interest Group 
of the MAA). He described the HOM
SIGMAA as complementary to the So
ciety, although there is no formal con
nection; the former is more geared to 
teaching, while we are more research 
oriented. A philosophy of mathemat
ics SIGMAA has been in preparation 
for some time, but the potential orga
nizers declined to join with the history 
of mathematics SIGMAA. The HOM
SIGMAA will hold its meeting at the 
Joint Meetings in January. 

• The Proceedings book project may bi
furcate into 2 separate volumes, one 
of scholarly papers (being worked on 
by Greg Moore for Springer) and the 
originally planned volume designed as 
a secondary resource for upper level 
undergraduate math courses. 

• The President thanked session gen
eral session organizer Amy Shell-Gel-
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lasch, local arrangements coordina
tor and Ken May session organizer 
Craig Fraser, numerical session orga
nizer Roger Godard, keynote speaker 
Ivor Grattan-Guinness; session chairs 
Craig Fraser, Rob Bradley, John Glaus, 
Ed Sandifer, Hardy Grant, Pat Al
laire, and Amy Shell-Gellasch; Exec
utive Council members; Bulletin edi
tors Tom Drucker and Sharon Kunoff; 
Proceedings editor Michael Kinyon; 
Webmater Rob Bradley; the incoming 
Council. 

7. Secretary's Report: (Pat Allaire) Pat re
ported that there are 199 paid members 
for the year 2002. 

8. Bulletin Editors' Report: (Tom Druck
er) Tom paid tribute to Sharon Kunoff 
who is retiring as an editor of the Bul
letin. Eisso Atzema will assume the re
sponsibility for the mechanical aspects of 
production and will investigate the feasi
bility and desirability of on-line produc
tion. 

Tom requested that members submit ar
ticles for future issues of the Bulletin as 
early as possible. 

9. Proceedings Editor's Report: The Pres
ident reported that we are seeking a new 
editor for the 2002 Proceedings. 

10. Webmaster's Report: (Rob Bradley) 
Rob reminded the membership that be
cause Adelphi University hosts the web
site at www.cshpm.org, the only cost to 
our organization is $16/year to register 
the domain name. This arrangement, 
however, precludes on-line payment of 
membership fee. 

11. Old business: none 

12. New Business: none 

The meeting was adjourned at 2:25 pm. 



Book Review 

Studies in History of Mathematics Dedi
cated to A. P. Youschkevitch Edited by: 
Eberhard Knobloch; Jean Mawhin, and Ser
guei S. Demidov Proceedings of the XXth 
International Congress of History of Science, 
VOL XIII 

Studies in History of Mathematics Dedi
cated to A. P. Youschkevitch is, like any con
ference proceedings, a compilation of papers 
based on talks presented at the twentieth 
International Congress of History of Science 
held in Lige, France in July 1999. Adolf 
Youschkevitch (1906-1993) contributed to 
the history of mathematics and science for 
the better part of a century. His over 
four hundred scholarly works span most 
branches of eighteenth century mathemat
ics. The first article in the proceedings, 
written by Pierre Dugac, gives a broad 
overview of Youschkevitchs work. 

The papers included in this volume are di
verse, very diverse. First off, if you wish to 
hone your language skills, this is the book 
for you. The thirty-four papers are split al
most equally between French and English, 
with a handful of German thrown in for 
good measure. The authors represented in 
this volume span the globe; from Brazil to 
Russia, Greece to Japan. In fact, only two 
of the authors are from North America (one 
each form the United States and Canada.) 
This diversity is wonderful, yet has its draw
backs. Many of the English language pa
pers are translated by the authors them
selves. The result is that many of these 
translations are poor, and at times confus
ing for the reader. (I also found a few too 
many typographical errors for a volume of 
this level.) 

The diversity of the papers also means that 
the topics covered and the style of presenta-
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tion is likewise diverse. To give a brief taste 
of the topics covered, the volume is broken 
into six sections: In Memory to Adolf P. 
Youschkevitch, Mathematics as a Cultural 
Strength, From Antiquity to the Classical 
Period, Probability Theory and its Appli
cations, Mathematics in the 19th Century, 
and Mathematics in the 20th Century. The 
papers range form works that are written 
at a very high scholarly and philosophical 
level, which assume a vast body of knowl
edge in a specific field on the behalf of the 
reader, to those written in a broader style 
and provide enough background informa
tion to make them accessible to anyone with 
a general background in the history of math
ematics or science. For this reason, there 
is most likely an article or two in this vol
ume for everyone interested in the history of 
mathematics or science. However, very few 
will find several papers accessible to them. 

I would like to close by mentioning three 
of the papers that I found enjoyable and 
that may be of interest to a wider audi
ence. For those interested in early work in 
pedagogy and mathematics history, Sergio 
Nobre's Christian Wolff (1679-1754) and his 
contribution for the Mathematics Education 
is a very interesting article. In particular, 
Sergio focuses on Wolff's ideas on teaching . 
methods and his evaluation of some early 
texts. 

The Neapolitan School. Studying Pure Ge
ometry in the Period of the Revolutions by 
Massimo Mazzotti is a wonderful read, mix
ing cultural and political history with the 
history of mathematics and science. For 
those of you that heard Massimo's talk 
in Toronto this spring, you are familiar 
with his work and enjoyable delivery, which 
comes through in this paper. 

Finally, our own Roger Godard contributed 
a very nice piece entitled History of the least 
squares method and its links with the prob-



ability theory. This is a piece that pro
vides good background as well as depth, and 
would be accessible to every one from stu
dents to scholars. 

Amy Shell-Gellasch, Archivist 

Financial Statement 

The following financial statement covers the 
period 5/28/2002 through 10/26/2002. The 
American and the Canadian accounts of the 
society each have their own column. The 
numbers listed are in American and Cana
dian dollars respectively. 

Credits ....... 

dues/subscr. 
HSSFC grant 
May fund 
TOTAL 
May fund 

. Debits 
Travel 
IHPST 
Bulletin 
HSSFC 
TOTAL 

I· NET 
Balance 
May fund 

'::: 

US Acc. 
":, 

389.50 
-
-

389.50 

:.;. ;, 

1875.00 
-

368.96 
-

2243.96 

To our members: 

CA Acc. 
.' 
" 

1275.17 
250.00 
40.00 

1525.17 
40.00 

. I·' ::", 
497.42 
64.16 

-
935.84 

1497.42 

After consultation with the Federation of 
Social Sciences and Humanities, Canadian 
Airlines will offer a discount for airfares to 
the meeting. You should check the registra
tion guide in January. Also I am pleased 
to say that we were able to reimburse to
tally requests for expenses of our members, 
which will not necessarily happen for future 
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meetings. In the future we strongly encour
age our members to seek financial help from 
their institutions or the Government. Also 
I suggest that we transfer $500CDN to the 
May Fund into bonds. 

Roger Godard, Treasurer 

Web Note 

In late 2000 I decided to organize all my pa"
pers and books on Medieval Islamic math
ematics, so I wrote up a bibliography ar
ranged by topic. I told Len Berggren that 
I had done this, and he responded, "I think 
there would be a lot of interest in your bibli
ography, especially once you've got a version 
of it that you're happy with." He suggested 
also that I put it on the web. 

Well, I would only be happy with it if it were 
in some way comprehensive, so I set about 
finding all sources I could on my topic. I 
had to restrict it somehow, so I concentrated 
on works written in western European lan
guages since 1950. Even now I still have a 
number of articles and books to enter, but 
it is nearly complete-or as complete as I 
am willing to make it. 

I have put together an online bibliography 
of medieval Islamic mathematics available 
at 

http://facstaff.uindy.edu/ 
rvoaks /Biblio /Intro.htm 

So far 987 articles and over 250 books are 
listed by topic. I have restricted myself to 
works published since 1950 in western Euro
pean languages. Reviews are also included. 

Mathematics in medieval times included 
more or less the topics of the ancient 
quadrivium: arithmetic, geometry, astron
omy, and music. I have included all these, 



as well as related fields like geography, as
trology, algebra, etc. (Music is so far very 
underrepresented. ) 

Let me know if you have any comments or 
suggestions. 

Jeff Oaks (oaks@uindy.edu) 

HomSIGMAA News 

Report from Baltimore 

The newly formed MAA Special Interest 
Group for History of Mathematics got off to 
a good start at the Baltimore AMS jMAA 
joint meeting with two panel discussions 
and two special sections. Victor Katz , 
Edith Mendez and Eisso Atzema organized 
a two-part session on incorporating history 
of mathematics in the classroom, featuring 
(among others) Dick Jardine, Rob Bradley, 
Sarah Mabrouk and Janet Beery with talks 
on their respective courses in history of 
mathematics, David Pengelley on the Basel 
problem, and Stephanie Cawthorne (Mary
mount College) with an interesting talk on 
Cayley's color groups. 

Danny Otero and Amy Shell-Gellasch or
ganized a session on the History of Math
ematics in the Americas. The talks in 
this session focussed primarily on Latin and 
South America. Sergio Nobre prepared a 
paper on The History of Mathematics in 
Brazil: a general view starting from the ar
rival of the Portuguese to the present, which 
was read by Amy Shell-Gellasch. Eliza
beth C. Rogers spoke on Mathematicians 
of the Colonial Period of Latin America , 
Thomas E. Gilsdorf on the Mathematics 
of the Na Nu (the Otomfes), Edward San
difer on Mathematics and the Military in 
the early Spanish colonies, and Bruce S 
Burdick on Three Examples of Mathemat-
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ical Reasoning from the Printed Works of 
Peru in the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Cen
turies. North of the border we had Eileen 
F. Donoghue with Early Twentieth Cen
tury Historians Look at Nineteenth Century 
Mathematics in America: A Comparison of 
the Views of Florian Cajori and David Eu
gene Smith. The organizers expressed the 
hope after the session that it would lead to 
continued interest and more scholarship in 
English on the areas in question. 

A panel discussion organized by Victor Katz 
and Eisso Atzema on truth in history of 
mathematics drew a huge crowd on Wednes
day morning. The three panelists were Joe 
Dauben (CUNY), Fernando Gouvea (Colby 
College), and Anthony Piccollino (Mont
clair State University). The second panel 
was organized by Walter J. Meyer (Adelphi 
University), Jack Winn (SUNY at Farm
ingdale), Joseph Malkevitch (York College). 
Panelists were Philip J. Davis (Brown Uni:' 
versity), Carl C. Cowen (Purdue Univer
sity), Harold M. Edwards (NYU-Courant 
Institute), Gilbert Strang (MIT). Kenn~th 
Hoffmann (MIT) could not make it because 
of a family emergency. 

Both panels will have a follow-up at next 
year's meeting in Phoenix in the form of 
HomSIGMAA session on the same topics. 

Officers 

The membership committee of the Special 
Interest Group in History of Mathematics 
of the Mathematical Association of America 
has counted the ballots for new officers and 
the following individuals have been unani
mously elected. 

David Zitarelli Chair 

Eisso Atzema Membership Coordinator 



Program Coordinator Glen van Brum
melen 

Electronic Resources Coordinator Rob 
Bradley 

Secretary /Treasurer Amy Shell-Gellasch 

As the charter stipulates these people have 
been elected for terms of 3, 2, 2, 3, 2 years 
respectively. 

The Nominating Committee 

Fred Rickey (fred-rickey@usma.edu) 
Florence Fasanelli (ffasanel@aaas.org) 
Dan Curtin (curtin@nku.edu) 

For futher information on the above and 
most everything else relating to HomSIG
MAA, see the official HomSIGMAA website 
at http://www.maa.org/HOMSIGMAA (ad
dress is case insensitive), maintained by Rob 
Bradley. 

Web Review: Digital Libraries 
and gallica. bnf.fr 

The World Wide Web is quickly revolution
izing the way we entertain ourselves, shop 
for merchandise, and even socialize. In our 
role as teachers, it's also changing the way 
we present our course material and inter
act with our students. There is also great 
potential for the web as a resource for re
search. Admittedly, the web abounds with 
half-truths, legends and outright hoaxes, 
which our students too often accept at face 
value when researching their papers. How
ever there is an ever-increasing supply of , 
research material of the first rank available 
free for the browsing. 

Digital Library is the accepted jargon for 
describing a collection of books, articles, 
manuscripts and/or images made available 

9 

in digital form over the World Wide Web. 
More and more major libraries in Canada 
and the USA are digitizing portions of 
their collections, including the US National 
Archives & Records Administration and the 
Library of Congress, as well as a large num
ber of major research universities. There 
is even a professional association of Digital 
Libraries, with a website at digilib.org. In 
the Spring 2000 newsletter, I wrote about 
the Cornell Digital Library (cdl.library.
cornell.edu) and their impressive collection 
of mathematics books. In this column, we 
take a virtual trip across the Atlantic to visit 
the Digital Collection of the BibliotMque 
Nationale de France (BNF). (I'm grateful 
to Fred Rickey for bringing this site to my 
attention, as a source of Euler's Introductio 
on-line.) 

The BNF began digitizing its collection in 
1996, and launched Gallica, a free on-line 
server giving access to the ever-growing dig
ital collection, in October 1998. When Gal
lica was young, the focus was primarily on 
the 19th century, but more recently, with 
the launching of Gallica 2000, the collection 
spans the entire period from the medieval 
through the early 20th century. The col
lection includes tens of thousands of digital 
images (prints, portraits, photographs and 
maps) and tens of thousands of printed vol
umes. Only a small fraction of these vol
umes are available in fully searchable, text:" 
based mode, but the entire collection is well
organized under the Gallica interface, and 
certainly easier to search than a collection 
of paper-and-ink volumes in a bricks-and
mortar library. 

To access Gallica, point your browser to gal
lica.bnf.fr. The digitized books are to be 
found mostly under Recherche on the navi
gation bar, but you will also want visit De
couverte for such things as the as digital im
ages, dictionaries, and timelines. When you 



do make your way to Recherche, youll find a 
fairly typical search interface, allowing you 
to search by author, subject, or words in 
the title. You can also browse the collection 
by subject. Additionally, there is a general 
search (Recherche libre), giving you full ac
cess to the text-based documents, as well as 
to the titles, tables of contents, and other 
basic information from the much larger col
lection of volumes whose contents were scan
ned as images. A general search on calcul 
differentiel, for example, brings 111 hits; (a 
subject search on the same phrase gives only 
9). Fortunately, the system does not seem 
to require exact matches on accents; I used 
the simple vowels in all of my searches. 

For the historian of mathematics, this site 
is a treasure trove. You can find Descartes's 
Geometrie among his 39, the complete 
works of Lagrange and Cauchy, and almost 
two dozen entries by Poincare. And lest 
you think that the mathematical collection 
is limited to French authors, you will find 
Abel, Barrow, Euler and Galileo, to name 
just a few. There are also European edi
tions of Greek, Arabic and Indian mathe
matical works. However, the collection is far 
from exhaustive: the Canon mathematicus 
is the only entry for Viete, there is noth
ing by l'Hopital, Lacroix's Traite is limited 
to the first two volumes of the first edition, 
and although there are 7 entries for Pon
celet, the Traite des proprietes projectives 
des figures is not included. 

Nothing about this on-line experience can 
compare to a real visit to the bricks-and
mortar BNF (and dinner in a Paris bistro 
after a long day in the stacks), but a visit 
to Gallica, and to other digital libraries like 
it, may change the way you think about re
search. 
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Proceedings Wanted 

Amy Shell-Gellasch is still looking for the 
following materials for the CHPM's archives: 
Program and abstracts for the meetings of 
1999 & 1990. She also would like to lo
cate copies of the Proceedings of 1990, 1995, 
1997, 1998, & 1999. If you have any of these 
and would like to part with them or would 
be willing to copy them, please contact Amy 
at aa7423@usma.edu. 

The International Commission 
for the History of Mathemat
ics (ICHM): An Introduction 
and a Call to the Interna
tional Community of Histori
ans of Mathematics 

Introduction to the ICHM 

The International Commission for the His
tory of Mathematics (ICHM) is an inter
union commission joining the International 
Mathematical Union (IMU) and the Divi
sion of the History of Science (DHS) of the 
International Union for the History and Phi
losophy of Science (IUHPS). The ICHM is 
comprised of representatives of some fifty
five nationsthose nations internationally in 
which the history of mathematics is taught 
and/or actively researched and is governed 
by a ten-person Executive Committee. The 
complete list of ICHM members, as well 
as the names of the Executive Committee 
members, appears quarterly on the back 
cover of Historia Mathematica. 

The ICHM has these international aims: 
first, to encourage the study of the history 
of mathematics, and, second, to promote 
a high level of historically and mathemat-



ically sophisticated scholarship in the field. 
It works to realize these goals in a number 
of ways. Perhaps first and foremost, it over
sees its official journal, Historia Mathemat
ica. Founded in 1974 by Kenneth O. May, 
Historia Mathematica publishes original re
search on the history of the mathematical 
sciences in all periods and in all cultural set
tings. 

The ICHM also engages in a variety of spe
cial projects and regular activities to pro
mote and encourage the history of math
ematics. The two most recent special 
projects are the updated, CD-ROM version 
of The History of Mathematics from Antiq
uity to the Present: A Selctive Annotated 
Bibliography edited by Albert C. Lewis and 
produced by the American Mathematical 
Society in 2000 and the book, Writing the 
History of Mathematics: Its Historical De
velopment, coedited by Joseph W. Dauben 
and Christoph Scriba and published in the 
fall of 2002 by Birkhuser Verlag. Both rep
resent the combined efforts of several dozen 
historians of mathematics internationally. 
The latter, in particular, traces the history 
and methodology of the history of mathe
matics in different countries throughout the 
world. The book also contains appendices 
that provide invaluable and hard-to-obtain 
biographical information on key scholars of 
the history of mathematics in addition to 
exhaustive bibliographical information. 

Among the ICHM's regular activities, four 
are of particular importance. First, the 
ICHM sponsors or co-sponsors scientific 
symposia at the International Congresses of 
the History of Science, at meetings of na
tional history of science and mathematics 
societies, and at other conferences. Most 
recently, it co-sponsored (with the Institute 
for Mathematics of the Chinese Academy of 
Sciences (CAS) and the Institute for History 
of Natural Sciences (CAS)) an International 
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Colloquium for the History of Mathematics 
at Northwest University in Xian, China, 15-
18 August, 2002. This colloquium, held as 
a satellite conference prior to the Interna
tional Congress of Mathematicians (ICM) 
in Beijing, focused on the three general 
themes of Transmission and Transforma
tion of Mathematics: East and West, Math
ematical Thought in the Twentieth Cen
tury, and Mathematics in China. Second, 
the ICHM awards, once every four years on 
the occasion of the International Congress 
of the History of Science, the Kenneth O. 
May Medal, to historians of mathematics for 
outstanding contributions to the history of 
mathematics. The most recent recipients of 
the May Medal, Ubiratan d'Ambrosio (Sao 
Paolo, Brazil) and Lam Lay Yong (Singa
pore), were announced in Mexico City in 
August 2001. Ubiratan DAmbrosio received 
his medal in Mexico City, while Lam Lay 
Yong officially received hers at ICM-2002 in 
Beijing on the occasion of another ICHM
sponsored meeting, the International Sym
posium on the History of Chinese Mathe
matics held at the Beijing Science and Tech
nology Museum. The next May medallists 
will be announced in Beijing in 2005. Third, 
the ICHM maintains a website at 

http://www.math.uu.nl/ichm 

which it hopes will come to serve the inter.
national community of historians of math
ematics as a source of current information 
on upcoming conferences and symposia as 
well as on other information pertinent to 
members of the field. Fourth, the ICHM 
maintains World Directory of Historians 
of Mathematics. These last two activi
ties prompt the present call to historians of 
mathematics internationally. 



Call to the International Commu
nity of Historians of Mathematics 

The ICHM is currently engaged in produc
ing an updated, electronic version of the 
World Directory of Historians of Mathemat
ics, the third edition of which came out in 
paper form in 1995. The problem with the 
paper version, of course, was that it was 
already obsolete at the time of its print
ing. The electronic, web version of the 
Directory will be maintained as an up-to
date database of practitioners in the field 
at the ICHMs website. In order to get 
this database up and running, however, the 
ICHM needs your help. Please visit the 
ICHM website and fill out the questionnaire 
you will find there. It asks for such basic in
formation as your name, address, e-mail ad
dress, and primary and secondary areas of 
research interest within the history of math
ematics. Please also spread the word to 
other historians of mathematics, encourag
ing them to do the same. If you or your col
leagues do not have easy access to the web, 
then please write to the ICHM Secretary, 
Jan P. Hogendijk, at hogend@math.uu.nl 
or at Department of Mathematics, Univer
sity of Utrecht, P. o. Box 80.010, 3508 TA 
Utrecht, The Netherlands for a hard copy 
of the questionnaire. (Once the database is 
relatively complete, the ICHM will supply 
on request, although most likely at a small 
fee a hard copy of the Directory for those 
without easy web access.) 

Relative to conferences, symposia, and news 
of the profession, please send announce~ 

ments with complete details on dates, loca
tions, speakers, topics, contact people, etc. 
to the ICHM Secretary. Please plan also to 
make the ICHM website one that you visit 
regularly to keep abreast of activities in the 
field. 

We can only gather this information and 
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make this website successful with your help. 
Please help the ICHM fulfill its aim of creat
ing a true, international community of his
torians of mathematics. 

Karen Hunger Parshall 
Chair, Executive Committee, ICHM 

Meeting of the CSHPMj 
SCHPM Executive Council 

May 24, 2002, Toronto CA 

Present: 
Pat Allaire, Rob Bradley, Tom Drucker, 
Roger Godard, Hardy Grant, Alexander 
Jones, Amy Shell-Gellasch, Jim Tattersall, 
Robert Thomas, Glen Van Brummelen (pre
siding) 

The minutes of the May 2001 Executive 
Council meeting were approved. 

Annual General Meeting Agenda 

1. Treasurer's Report: Robert Thomas 
will suggest to the membership that the 
Constitution be amended to permit the 
Executive Council to determine which 
two of its members are to be signing of
ficers. 

He will suggest that the annual invited 
lecture be called the Kenneth o. May 
lecture, effective this year. 

Ken May Fund: The present investment, 
approx. $3000, came due in January. 
Robert has reinvested into a new CD. 

The Secretary noted that we have re
ceived a few unsolicited donations to the 
Fund and suggested that a line be added 
to the membership form to encourage 
donations. 



2. President's Report: Glen Van Brum
melen will note the following: 

• Next years meeting of HSSFC will be 
at Dalhousie University, Halifax, Nova 
Scotia. The possibility of CSHPM/
SCHPM meeting jointly, in the UK, 
with BSHM was discussed. However, 
because BSHM is not receptive to 
meeting with us in 2004 and there is 
insufficient lead-time to plan properly 
for 2003, the Council will recommend 
to the membership that we postpone 
such a meeting until 2005. The mem
bership will discuss whether to meet 
with HSSFC as well. Should the mem
bership decide ona meeting in Eng
land, the present Council will urge the 
incoming Council to begin planning 
immediately. 

• Individual papers from the Proceed
ings will be made available on-line to 
members. Since the Proceedings is 
an internal document, a gatekeeper is 
required. Glen Van Brummelen will 
serve in this capacity. 

It was suggested that we consider 
publishing the Proceedings on a CD 
rather than in paper form. Since the 
editorship will be changing hands be
ginning with the 2002 Proceedings, 
the idea will be deferred. Glen will 
attempt to recruit a new proceedings 
editor from among the membership. 

• The President suggested establishing 
a category of Undergraduate Asso
ciate in CSHPM/SCHPM, to heighten 
awareness of history of mathematics 
among undergraduates. These stu
dents would receive the Bulletin, on
line access to the Proceedings, and an 
invitation to attend the Annual Meet
ing, but would not count as members 
for assessment by HSSFC. 

• Rob Bradley will report to the mem-
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bership on the SIGMAA in History of 
Mathematics. 

• The Proceedings book project may bi
furcate into 2 separate volumes, one 
of scholarly papers (being worked on 
by Greg Moore for Springer) and the 
originally planned volume designed as 
secondary resource for upper level un
dergraduate math courses. 

• HSSFC has provided a grant of $250 
for Sundays joint session with CSHPS. 

• Amy Shell-Gellasch has assumed the 
role of archivist for the Society. 

• A theme is needed for next years meet
ing. Maritime Mathematics was sug
gested. 

• Extra copies of the 2002 Proceed
ings are available. It was decided 
that members may buy them for $20 
(CAN) or $16 (US). New members 
joining at the meeting will receive a 
copy gratis. 

• The Secretary and the Webmaster will 
make brief reports to the membership. 

3. Bulletin Editors' Report: Tom Druck
er will report that Sharon Kunoff is step
ping down as a co-editor of the Bulletin. 
Eisso Atzema will take over as produc
tion editor, while Tom continues as lit
erary editor. 

4. Other Business: We are still searching 
for a new logo. 

The meeting was adjourned. 

Pat Allaire, (secretary) 

Myth Identification in the 
Mathematics Classroom 

One of the best-attended sessions of all 
those involving the history of mathemat-



ics at the meetings in Baltimore in Jan
uary 2003 was that devoted to the role of 
truth in the history of mathematics, at least 
when it comes to the mathematics class
room. Over the last decade or two, the no
tion of writing across the curriculum has 
had its effect on some mathematics courses, 
which now include something more than 
just problem-solving to give the students 
practice in mathematical exposition. At the 
symposium in Baltimore one of the issues 
that came up was the notion'oftruth across 
the curriculum. While one might think that 
is a notion we could take for granted, there 
is plenty of evidence that is not the case. 

The difficulty is deciding what to do with 
stories that fall in the well-found category 
(se non e vero, eben' trovato). They catch 
the students' attention, they are easily re
membered, and they are generally discred
ited. If the main purpose of including the 
stories is to produce greater interest on the 
students' part and possibly to tempt them 
into following a mathematical career, there 
is a temptation to argue that the sin in
volved in perpetrating such myths is at 
worst venial. One could argue that it is not 
much worse to offer such canards than it is 
to entitle an account of set theory 'The Joy 
of Sets'. 

Fernando Gouvea offered a stern rebuke to 
this complacent attitude, although he did 
it without the self-righteousness into which 
some critics of myth easily fall. His argu
ment was that the role of the mathematics 
educator is not limited to producing mathe
maticians or even those interested in math
ematics. One of the responsibilities of every 
instructor at every level of education is to 
try to inculcate in students a sense of the 
importance of the truth. It is easy to pass 
along legends under the guise of history, but 
then it is much harder to get the students 
who are the audience for such stories to take 
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seriously one's protestations about the im
portance of getting at the truth in one's dis
cipline. 

This consideration tells equally in mathe
matics itself and in the subject's history. 
Mathematicians are not inclined to accept 
an 'anything goes' policy with regard to the 
standard of truth in their discipline. There 
is plenty of room for disagreement about 
where mathematical truth comes from, but 
students in lower-level courses are not en
couraged to produce just any number as 
an answer for a problem, nor are those 
in upper-level courses allowed to call any 
collection of words and symbols a proof. 
Dragging in certain kinds of stories because 
they are entertaining may be a good way of 
telling a joke, but they should not be pre
sented as history. Presenting them as such is 
like taking steps in a proof that one knows 
cannot be justified but that one expects the 
student will not be able to identify as falla
CIOUS. 

Historians of mathematics are also bound to 
keep some kind of standard for truth before 
the minds of students. There are many ex
amples of stories whose authenticity is diffi
cult to verify, having once been heard over 
coffee from a now-deceased eminent member 
of the mathematical community. It wouldbe 
a shame to lose all such anecdotes, but they 
come with a certain kind of pedigree. Few 
students are going to want to hear all the 
details of the pedigree along with the story, 
but they should not be allowed to forget 
that evidence matters. 

'What is Truth?', asked jesting Pilate and 
many others since Francis Bacon wrote his 
essays. The volume of the philosophical lit
erature on the subject of truth continues t? 
grow, without there being much agreement 
on whether the issue is even one of impor
tance or triviality. What the panel in Bal
timore brought to the attention of all those 



present was that it is not enough just to 
use myths as a recruiting tool for math
ematicians. One has to recall that, con
trary to the occasional appearance, math
ematicians are human beings. That surely 
is a reminder that historians of mathemati
cians should not need. Whenone turns to the 
mathematics classroom, however, one canbe 
tempted to leave one's historical responsibil
ities aside. Eisso Atzema and Victor Katz 
deserve the community's thanks for having 
organized a session devoted to so crucial an 
issue, and the discussions that started there 
should continue. 

Tom Drucker 

New Members 

Congratulations to the following new mem
bers who have joined the society since our 
last Bulletin. We look forward to your con
tributions. 

Dr. Pierre Boulos 
School of Computer Science 
University of Western Ontario 
London, ON N6A 3K7 
Canada 
boulos@uwindsor.ca 

Dr. Munibur Rahman Chowdhury 
3/6 Block-G 
Lalmatia 
Dhaka-1207 
Bangladesh 
d uregstr@bangla.net 

FranQoise 0 livier-Utard 
Irist/Gersulp (EA 3424) 
7 Rue de l'Universite 
67000 Strasbourg 
France 
francoise. olivier-u tard@gersulp. u-strasbg. fr 

David Orenstein 
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22 Montrose Ave. 
Toronto, ON M6J 2T7 
Canada 
david.orenstein@utoronto.ca 

Alan Richardson 
Dept. of Philosophy 
1866 Main Mall E370 
Univ. of British Columbia 
Vancouver, BC V6T 1Z1 
Canada 
alanr@interchange.ubc.ca 

Thomas M. Thompson 
Dept. of Mathematics 
Walla Walla College 
204 S. College Ave. 
Walla Walla, WA 99324 
USA 
thomth@wwc.edu 

Donna Valakis 
244 Thomas Crt. 
Burlington, ON L 7L 4M9 
Canada 
x-Ilp....x@hotmail.com 

Catherine A. Womack 
Dept. of Philosophy 
Bridgewater State College 
Bridgewater, MA 02325 
USA 
cwomack@bridgew.edu 

From the Editor 

An apology is due to the members of the 
Society who have had to get through the 
winder holidays without the 'fall' issue of 
the Bulletin for company. One of the edi
tors had become dangerously dependent on 
his co-editor for reminders about deadlines 
and her retirement did not serve as enough 
of a reminder that a semester could easily 
slip by without an issue's coming out. This 



has resulted in an unhelpful delay in the ap
pearance of a number of items (especially 
advertisements for the Baltimore meetings, 
which had been submitted in timely fashion, 
and the call for papers). The editor respon
sible can request forgiveness and offer the 
usual sureties that it will not happen again. 

What makes this assurance easier to offer is 
the impressive way in which Eisso Atzema 
has stepped into the position formerly occu
pied by Sharon Kunoff. Eisso's name occurs 
elsewhere in this issue for his involvement 
with the Special Interest Group in the His
tory of Mathematics in the MAA. In addi
tion to his technical expertise in desk-top 
publishing, he has a wide range of linguis
tic competence, which makes proofreading 
texts in other languages no burden at all. 
We still may not be accepting articles for 
publication in German, but we can make 
sure that each Fehler is caught is before it 
gets into print. 

Speaking of articles for publication, a deep 
apology is owed to Barnabas Hughes. He 
submitted an excellent article on 'The Trees 
of Fibonacci' (a pleasant change for those 
who are used to thinking just of his rab
bits), and did so with plenty of time for it 
to appear in a fall issue to commemorate the 
800th anniversary of the Liber Abaci. Due 
to the need to pack up his office, this editor 
managed to misplace the disk at the time 
of putting together the current issue. As a 
result, the article will be appearing in the 
spring issue to commemorate the 801st an
niversary of the Liber Abaci. Even while we 
note that 801 is the product of 9 and 89, it's 
a matter of regret that the appearance was 
delayed. 

After all these apologies, there should be 
some room for looking forward to the spring 
and to Halifax. The program will have a 
great deal of variety and offer a good deal 
of philosophical content. Some members of 
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the Society seem to get to certain cities only 
when they have the excuse of a meeting to 
take them there. Let's hope that everyone 
who has not seen the maritime surroundings 
of Halifax will use the meeting and the sub
ject of the special session to justify travelling 
thither, even if not invariably by water. 

The next issue of the bulletin will be appear
ing after an unwontedly short interval. As a 
result, if you are thinking of submitting any 
kind of item for that issue, anything from 
an explanation of how you came to love the 
history of mathematics to poetic effusions 
about Euler, it would be helpful not to de
fer sending it in. With Eisso Atzema's hand 
on the tiller of production, the other editor 
should be able to keep his eyes fixed on the 
calendar. 


